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Systematic Theology
Introduction to Systematic Theology
What is systematic theology? Why should Christians study it? How should we study it?
Note: The primary textbook for the __________________ of this series is Wayne Grudem’s Systematic Theology. The primary text for the __________________ of this series is the Bible.
Explanation and Scriptural Basis
Grudem: What is systematic theology? Many different definitions have been given, but for the purposes of this book the following definition will be used: Systematic theology is any study that answers the question, “What does the __________ Bible teach us today?” about any given __________.
The Schedule
Part 1: The Doctrine of the Word of God (February – April, 2014)
Part 2: The Doctrine of God (September – November, 2014)
Part 3: The Doctrine of Man (March 2015)
Part 4: The Doctrines of Christ and the Holy Spirit (October – November 2015)
Part 5: The Doctrine of the Application of Redemption (January – April 2016)
Part 6: The Doctrine of the Church (June – August 2016)
Part 7: The Doctrine of the Future (November – December 2016)
Why this book?
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2. Based on the __________

3. Clearly written

4. Application to ________

B.	Grudem: Initial assumptions of this book
1. Grudem: The Bible is ________ and that it is, in fact, our only absolute standard of truth
2. Grudem: The God who is spoken of in the Bible exists, and that he is who the Bible says he is: the Creator of heaven and earth and all things in them

What are doctrines?
Grudem: A doctrine is what the __________ Bible teaches us today about some particular topic
Why should we as a class study systematic theology?
1. To fulfill the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20)
2. To confront sin in our lives
3. Grudem: To be able to make better decisions later on ____ questions of doctrine that may arise
E.	Grudem: How should Christians study systematic theology?
1. Grudem: With prayer: Psalm 119:18; 1 Corinthians 2:14; Ephesians 1:17-19
2. Grudem: With ________________: 1 Peter 5:5b; James 1:19-20; James 3:13, 17-18; 1 Corinthians 8:1b
3. Grudem: With ____________
4. Grudem: With help from others: 1 Corinthians 12:28a
5. Grudem: By collecting and understanding all relevant passages of Scripture on any topic
6. Grudem: With rejoicing and ____________: Psalm 139:17; Psalm 19:8; Psalm 119:14; Psalm 119:103; Psalm 119:111; Psalm 119:162; Romans 11:33-36
Grudem: Questions for Personal Application (abbreviated)
1. What is your attitude now? (about studying systematic theology)
2. Are there any doctrines listed . . . for which a fuller understanding would help to solve a personal difficulty in your life at the present time?
3. Pray for God to make this study of basic Christian doctrines a time of spiritual growth and deeper fellowship with him, and a time in which you understand and apply the teachings of Scripture rightly.
Scripture Memory Passage: Psalm 119:11
Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against You.
Hymn: “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” (Charles Wesley, 1739)


Systematic Theology
Part 1: Doctrine of the Word of God
Chapter 2: The Word of God
What are the different forms of the Word of God?
Scripture Memory Passage Review Psalm 119:11
Grudem: Explanation and Scriptural Basis
A.	Grudem: The “Word of God” as a Person: Jesus Christ
__________ is the Word of God. Revelation 19:13; John 1:1; John 1:14 (and perhaps 1 John 1:1)
B.	Grudem: The “Word of God” as speech by God
1. Grudem: God’s decrees: a word of God that ____________ something to happen
Grudem: The events of original creation: Genesis 1:3, 24; Psalm 33:6
Grudem: The continuing existence of all things: Hebrews 1:3a
2. Grudem: God’s words of personal address: when Grudem: God communicates with people on earth by speaking ________________ to them. Genesis 2:16-17; Genesis 3:16-19; Exodus 20:1-3; Matthew 3:17
3. Grudem: God’s words as speech through __________ lips
Deuteronomy 18:18-19; Jeremiah 1:9, 7; Exodus 4:12; Numbers 22:38; 1 Kings 20:36; 2 Chronicles 25:15; Jeremiah 36:29-31
Grudem: Anyone who claimed to be speaking for the Lord but who had not received a message from him was severely ______________ (Ezekiel 13:1-7; Deuteronomy 18:20)

4. Grudem: God’s words in written form (the Bible)
Exodus 31:18; Exodus 32:16; Exodus 34:1; Exodus 34:28; Deuteronomy 31:9-13; Deuteronomy 31:24-26; Joshua 24:26; Isaiah 30:8; Jeremiah 30:2; Jeremiah 36:2-4; Jeremiah 36:27-28; John 14:26; John 16:12-13;1 Corinthians 14:37;2 Peter 3:2

Grudem: Several benefits come from the writing down of God’s words . . . more ________________ preservation . . . opportunity for ________________ inspection . . . accessible to many more ____________.
C.	Grudem: The focus of our study
God’s words in ______________ form—since, it Grudem: is available for study, for public inspection, for repeated examination, and as a basis for mutual discussion. Psalm 1:1-2; Joshua 1:8; 2 Timothy 3:16
Grudem: Questions for Personal Application (abbreviated)
1. Do you think you would pay more attention if God spoke to you from heaven or through the voice of a living prophet than if he spoke to you from the written words of Scripture? Would you believe or obey such words more readily than you do Scripture? Do you think your present level of response to the written words of Scripture is an appropriate one? What positive steps can you take to make your attitude toward Scripture more like the kind of attitude God wants you to have?

2. When you think about the many ways in which God speaks and the frequency with which God communicates with his creatures through these means, what conclusions might you draw concerning the nature of God and the things that bring delight to him?
Scripture Memory Passage: Psalm 1:1-2
1 Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, 2 Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night.
Hymn: “Break Thou the Bread of Life” (Mary A. Lathbury, 1877)
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Systematic Theology
Part 1: Doctrine of the Word of God
Chapter 3: The Canon of Scripture
What belongs in the Bible and what does not belong?
Scripture Memory Passage Review: Psalm 1:1-2
Grudem: Explanation and Scriptural Basis
Grudem: The ____________ of Scripture is the list of all the books that belong in the Bible.
A.	Grudem: The Old Testament canon
Grudem: The Ten Commandments . . . form the beginning of the biblical canon. Exodus 31:18. Grudem: Moses himself wrote additional words to be deposited beside the ark of the covenant. Deuteronomy 31:24-26. Grudem: After the death of Moses, Joshua also added to the collection of written words of God. Joshua 24:26a. Grudem: Later, others in Israel [Samuel, Isaiah, Jeremiah, etc.], usually those who fulfilled the office of prophet, wrote additional words from God: 1 Samuel 10:25;2 Chronicles 20:34; 2 Chronicles 32:32; Jeremiah 30:1-2.
The Apocrypha
B.	Grudem: The New Testament canon
The New Testament points exclusively to __________ ____________
Grudem: The development of the New Testament canon begins with the writings of the ________________. John 14:26; 16:13-14
Grudem: Those who have the office of apostle in the early church are seen to claim an authority equal to that of the Old Testament prophets, an authority to speak and write words that are God’s very words. Peter: 2 Peter 3:2; Paul: 1 Corinthians 2:13;1 Corinthians 14:37;1 Thessalonians 2:13
Grudem: The apostles, then, have authority to write words that are God’s own words, __________ in truth status and authority to the words of the Old Testament Scriptures.
2 Peter 3:15–16; 1 Timothy 5:17-18: Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in the word and doctrine. For the __________________ says, “You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain,” [Deuteronomy 25:4] and, “The laborer is worthy of his wages.” [Luke 10:7]
Grudem: Should we expect any more writings to be added to the canon? Revelation 22:18–19
Grudem: We base our confidence in the correctness of our present canon on the faithfulness of ______.
Grudem: The work of the early church was not to ____________ divine authority or even ecclesiastical authority upon some merely human writings, but rather to __________________ the divinely authored characteristic of writings that already had such a quality.
Grudem: Questions for Personal Application (abbreviated)
1. Why is it important to your Christian life to know which writings are God’s words and which are not? How would your relationship with God be different if you had to look for his words that were scattered among all the writings of Christians throughout church history?
2. Have you had doubts or questions about the canonicity of any of the books of the Bible? What caused those questions? What should one do to resolve them?
3. Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and members of other cults have claimed present-day revelations from God that they count equal to the Bible in authority. What reasons can you give to indicate the falsity of those claims? In practice, do these people treat the Bible as an authority equal to these other “revelations”?
Scripture Memory Passage: Hebrews 1:1-2
1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds.
Hymn: “O Word of God Incarnate” (William Walsham How, 1867)
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Systematic Theology
Part 1: Doctrine of the Word of God
Chapter 4: The Four Characteristics
of Scripture: (1) Authority
How do we know that the Bible is God’s Word?
Scripture Memory Passage Review: Hebrews 1:1-2
Grudem: Explanation and Scriptural Basis
Grudem: The authority of Scripture means that all the words in Scripture are God’s words in such a way that to disbelieve or disobey ______ word of Scripture is to disbelieve or disobey God.
A.	Grudem: All the words in Scripture are God’s words
1. Grudem: This is what the Bible claims for itself
2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:21; 1 Timothy 5:18
2. Grudem: We are convinced of the Bible’s claims to be God’s words as we ________ the Bible.
1 Corinthians 2:13-14; John 10:27
3. Grudem: Other evidence is useful but not finally ____________________
4. Grudem: The words of Scripture are ________ attesting.
Who is the highest authority to you?
5. Grudem: Objection : This is a circular argument. All arguments for an absolute authority must ultimately appeal to ________ authority for proof: otherwise the authority would not be an absolute or highest authority.
B.	Grudem: To disbelieve or disobey any word of Scripture is to disbelieve or disobey ______

C.	Grudem: The truthfulness of Scripture
1. Grudem: God cannot ______ or speak falsely. Titus 1:2; Hebrews 6:18; 2 Samuel 7:28
2. Grudem: Therefore All the words in Scripture are completely true and without error in ______ part. Psalm 12:6; Proverbs 30:5; Psalm 119:89
3. Grudem: God’s words are the ultimate standard of __________. John 17:17
Grudem: Questions for Personal Application (abbreviated)
1. If you want to persuade someone that the Bible is God’s Word, what do you want that person to read more than any other piece of literature?
2. Who would try to make people want to disbelieve something in Scripture? To disobey something in Scripture? Is there anything in the Bible that you do not want to believe? To obey? If your answers to either of the preceding two questions were positive, what is the best way to approach and to deal with the desires you have in this area?
3. Do you know of any proven fact in all of history that has shown something in the Bible to be false? Can the same be said about other religious writings such as the Book of Mormon or the Qur’an? If you have read in other books such as these, can you describe the spiritual effect they had on you? Compare that with the spiritual effect that reading the Bible has on you. Can you say that when you read the Bible you hear the voice of your Creator speaking to you in a way that is true of no other book?
4. Do you ever find yourself believing something not because you have external evidence for it but simply because it is written in Scripture? Is that proper faith, according to Hebrews 11:1? If you do believe things simply because Scripture says them, what do you think Christ will say to you about this habit when you stand before his judgment seat? Do you think that trusting and obeying everything that Scripture affirms will ever lead you into sin or away from God’s blessing in your life?
Scripture Memory Passage: 2 Timothy 3:16
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.
Hymn: “Standing on the Promises” (R. Kelso Carter, 1886)
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Systematic Theology
Part 1: Doctrine of the Word of God
Chapter 5: The Inerrancy of Scripture
Are there any errors in the Bible?
Scripture Memory Passage Review: 2 Timothy 3:16
Introduction
Grudem: The inerrancy of Scripture means that Scripture in the original manuscripts does not affirm anything that is contrary to ________.
Grudem: Explanation and Scriptural Basis
A.	Grudem: The meaning of inerrancy
Grudem: The Bible ____________ tells the truth, and that it always tells the truth concerning ____________________ it talks about.
1. Grudem: The Bible can be inerrant and still speak in the ordinary language of everyday speech. Ecclesiastes 1:5; Numbers 1:35. Grudem: Inerrancy has to do with truthfulness, not with the degree of __________________ with which events are reported.
2. Grudem: The Bible can be inerrant and still include loose or free quotations.
3. Grudem: It is consistent with inerrancy to have unusual or uncommon grammatical constructions in the Bible. Good grammar ____ inerrancy.
B.	Grudem: Some current challenges to inerrancy
1. Grudem: The Bible is only authoritative for “faith and practice.” 2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 12:6; Proverbs 30:5

2. Grudem: The Bible itself does not support any ___________________ on the kinds of subjects to which it speaks with absolute authority and truth
4. Grudem: We have no inerrant manuscripts; therefore, talk about an inerrant Bible is misleading
6. Grudem: Inerrancy overemphasizes the divine aspect of Scripture and neglects the human aspect. A proper view of inerrancy does not exclude human involvement—it magnifies ____________ oversight.
7. Grudem: There are some clear errors in the Bible. Gary Jared: ________ ____.
Grudem: If we believe that the Bible is indeed inerrant, we should be __________ and certainly not afraid to inspect these texts in minute detail.
Grudem: Our understanding of Scripture is __________ perfect.
C.	Grudem: Problems with denying inerrancy
1. Grudem: If we deny inerrancy, a serious moral problem confronts us: may we imitate God and intentionally lie in small matters also? Ephesians 5:1. It’s never right to do __________ to get a chance to do right.
3. Grudem: If we deny inerrancy, we essentially make our own human minds a higher standard of truth than God’s word itself.
4. Grudem: If we deny inerrancy, then we must also say that the Bible is wrong not only in minor details but in some of its doctrines as well.
Grudem: Questions for Personal Application (abbreviated)
1. If you thought there were some small errors affirmed by Scripture, how do you think that would affect the way you read Scripture?
2. Do you think belief in inerrancy should be a requirement for . . . ? Why or why not?
Scripture Memory Passage: Psalm 12:6
The words of the LORD are pure words, Like silver tried in a furnace of earth, Purified seven times.
Hymn: “The Law of the Lord is Perfect” (Anonymous)
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Systematic Theology
Part 1: Doctrine of the Word of God
Chapter 6: The Four Characteristics
of Scripture: (2) Clarity
Can only Bible scholars understand the Bible rightly?
Scripture Memory Passage Review: Psalm 12:6
Introduction
Some parts of the Bible are ____________ to understand than others. 2 Peter 3:15-16. Grudem: The clarity of Scripture means that the Bible is written in such a way that its teachings are able to be understood by ______ who will read it seeking God’s help and being willing to follow it.
Grudem: Explanation and Scriptural Basis
A.	Grudem: The Bible frequently affirms its own clarity
Deuteronomy 6:6-7. Grudem: ______ the people of Israel were expected to be able to understand the words of Scripture well enough to be able to “teach them diligently” to their children. So, how do we do that? Psalm 1:1-2; Psalm 19:7
Jesus’ response to questions: Matthew 12:3; 12:5; 22:31; 21:42a
Why would the authors expect believers to understand their words? Understanding Scripture is not about intelligence—it is about the ________ ____________
B.	Grudem: The moral and spiritual qualities needed for right understanding
1 Corinthians 2:14; 2 Corinthians 3:14-16; James 1:5; 1 Corinthians 1:18-3:4
So, what does a person need to be able to rightly understand the Scriptures? The ________ ____________
D.	Grudem: Why do people misunderstand Scripture?
Grudem: The problem always lies not with Scripture but with __________________.
F.	Grudem: The role of scholars
1. Grudem: They can teach Scripture ____________
2. Grudem: They can explore new areas of understanding the teachings of Scripture
3. Grudem: They can ____________ the teachings of the Bible against attacks by other scholars. Titus 1:9;2 Timothy 2:25
Grudem: Questions for Personal Application (abbreviated)
1. Observing the diversity of interpretations of Scripture, some conclude, “People can make the Bible say anything they want.” How do you think Jesus would respond to this statement?
2. What would happen to the church if most believers gave up reading the Bible for themselves and only listened to Bible teachers or read books about the Bible? If you thought that only expert scholars could understand the Bible rightly, what would happen to your personal reading of Scripture?
3. Will a conviction about the clarity of Scripture affect the care you use when studying a text of Scripture? Will it affect the way you approach Scripture when trying to gain a biblical answer to some difficult doctrinal or moral problem?
4. Church leaders at the time of Martin Luther said they wanted to keep the Bible in Latin to prevent the common people from reading it and then misinterpreting it. Evaluate this argument. Why do you think Martin Luther was so anxious to translate the Bible into German?
Scripture Memory Passage: Deuteronomy 6:6-7
6 And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.
Hymn: “Jehovah’s Perfect Law” (From: The Psalter, 1912)
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Systematic Theology
Part 1: Doctrine of the Word of God
Chapter 7: The Four Characteristics
of Scripture: (3) Necessity
For what purposes are the Bible necessary? How much can people know about God without the Bible?
Scripture Memory Passage Review: Deuteronomy 6:6-7
Grudem: Explanation and Scriptural Basis
Grudem: The necessity of Scripture means that the Bible ____ necessary for knowing the gospel, for maintaining spiritual life, and for knowing God’s will, but is ______ necessary for knowing that God exists or for knowing something about God’s character and moral laws.
A.	Grudem: The Bible is necessary for knowledge of the gospel
Romans 10:13-17; Hebrews 11:13; John 8:56; Genesis 3:15
B.	Grudem: The Bible is necessary for maintaining spiritual life
Matthew 4:4. Grudem: To neglect regular reading of God’s Word is as detrimental to the health of our souls as the neglect of physical ________ is detrimental to the health of our bodies. Deuteronomy 32:47; 1 Peter 2:2
C.	Grudem: The Bible is necessary for certain knowledge of God’s will
Deuteronomy 29:29. Grudem: For people who are not omniscient, the Bible is necessary for certain knowledge about ________________.
D.	Grudem: But the Bible is not necessary for knowing that God exists
Grudem: What about people who do not read the Bible? Can they obtain any knowledge of God? Can they know anything about his laws? ______. Psalm 19:1; Acts 14:16-17; Romans 1:19-21
E.	Grudem: Furthermore, the Bible is not necessary for knowing something about God’s character and moral laws
Romans 1:18-32; Romans 2:14-15
Grudem: It is on this basis that Paul argues that ______ humanity is held guilty before God for sin, even those who do not have the written laws of God in Scripture.
Grudem: The knowledge of God’s existence, character, and moral law, which comes through creation to all humanity, is often called “______________ revelation”
Grudem: “______________ revelation” . . . refers to God’s words addressed to specific people
Grudem: We need ______________ revelation to interpret ______________ revelation rightly.
Grudem: Questions for Personal Application (abbreviated)
1. When you are witnessing to an unbeliever, what is the one thing above all others that you should want him or her to read? . . . How should the necessity of Scripture affect our missionary orientation?
2. Do you nourish your soul on the spiritual food of the Word as carefully and diligently as you nourish your body on physical food? . . . What is the remedy?
3. In practice, where do you spend most of your time and effort when seeking to find God’s will? Do God’s principles in Scripture and the apparent guidance we receive from feelings, conscience, advice, circumstances, human reasoning, or society ever seem to conflict? How should we seek to resolve the conflict?
4. Is it a hopeless task to work for civil legislation based on standards that accord with God’s moral principles in Scripture? Why is there good reason to hope that we will finally be able to persuade a great majority of our society to adopt laws consistent with scriptural norms? What would hinder this effort?
Scripture Memory Passage: Matthew 4:4
But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’”
Hymn: “Teach Me, O Lord, Your Way of Truth” (From: The Psalter, 1912)
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Systematic Theology
Part 1: Doctrine of the Word of God
Chapter 8: The Four Characteristics
of Scripture: (4) Sufficiency
Is the Bible enough for knowing what God wants us to think or do?
Scripture Memory Passage Review: Matthew 4:4
Grudem: Explanation and Scriptural Basis
Grudem: The sufficiency of Scripture means that Scripture contained all the words of God he intended his people to have at each stage of redemptive history, and that it now contains ____________________ we ________ God to tell us for salvation, for trusting him perfectly, and for obeying him perfectly. 2 Timothy 3:15-17: 15 and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. James 1:8: he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 1 Peter 1:23: having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever. Psalm 119:1: Blessed are the undefiled in the way, Who walk in the law of the LORD!
C.	Grudem: The amount of Scripture given was sufficient at each stage of redemptive history
Grudem: It helps us to understand how God could tell his people that his words to them were sufficient at many different points in the history of redemption, and how ____ could nevertheless add to those words later.
Grudem: ______ has always taken the initiative in revealing things to us: Deuteronomy 29:29; Deuteronomy 4:2; Deuteronomy 12:32; Proverbs 30:5-6; Revelation 22:18-19
D.	Grudem: Practical applications of the sufficiency of Scripture
1. Grudem: The sufficiency of Scripture should encourage us as we try to discover what God would have us to think (about a particular doctrinal issue) or to do (in a particular situation).
2. Grudem: The sufficiency of Scripture reminds us that we are to add nothing to Scripture, and that we are to consider ____ other writings of equal value to Scripture.
3. Grudem: The sufficiency of Scripture also tells us that God does not require us to believe anything about himself or his redemptive work that is not found in Scripture.
4. Grudem: The sufficiency of Scripture shows us that no modern revelations from God are to be placed on a level equal to Scripture in authority.
5. Grudem: With regard to living the Christian life, the sufficiency of Scripture reminds us that nothing is ______ that is not forbidden by Scripture either explicitly or by implication.
6. Grudem: The sufficiency of Scripture also tells us that nothing is ______________ of us by God that is not commanded in Scripture either explicitly or by implication.
7. Grudem: The sufficiency of Scripture reminds us that in our doctrinal and ethical teaching we should emphasize what Scripture emphasizes and be ______________ with what God has told us in Scripture.
Grudem: Questions for Personal Application (abbreviated)
1. How much emphasis have you placed on reading the Bible itself and how much on reading other Christian books?
2. Have you ever wished that the Bible would say more than it does about a certain subject? Or less? What do you think motivated that wish?
Scripture Memory Passage: Psalm 119:1
Blessed are the undefiled in the way, Who walk in the law of the LORD!
Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation” (Rippons Selection of Hymns, 1787)
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Systematic Theology: Review of the Doctrine of the Word of God
Scripture Memory Passage Review: Psalm 119:1:
Chapter 1: Introduction to Systematic Theology
Grudem: Systematic theology is any study that answers the question, “What does the __________ Bible teach us today?” about any given topic. Example: ________ sets vs pieces.
Chapter 2: The Word of God
1. Grudem: God’s decrees: a word of God that ____________ something to happen
2. Grudem: God’s words of personal address: when Grudem: God communicates . . . by speaking directly to them
3. Grudem: God’s words as speech through human lips
4. Grudem: God’s words in written form (the __________)
Chapter 3: The Canon of Scripture
Grudem: The canon of Scripture is the list of ______ the books that belong in the Bible. The Old Testament and the New Testament both point exclusively to __________.
Chapter 4: The Four Characteristics of Scripture: (1) Authority
Grudem: The authority of Scripture means that all the words in Scripture are God’s words in such a way that to disbelieve or disobey ______ word of Scripture is to disbelieve or disobey God.
Grudem: All the words in Scripture are God’s words
Grudem: To disbelieve or disobey any word of Scripture is to disbelieve or disobey ______
Chapter 5: The Inerrancy of Scripture
Grudem: The Bible ____________ tells the truth, and that it always tells the truth concerning ____________________ it talks about.
Chapter 6: The Four Characteristics of Scripture: (2) Clarity
Grudem: The clarity of Scripture means that the Bible is written in such a way that its teachings are able to be understood by ______ who will read it seeking God’s help and being willing to follow it.
Grudem: The Bible frequently affirms its own clarity (Deuteronomy 6:6-7). Why would the authors expect believers to understand their words? Understanding Scripture is not about intelligence—it is about the ________ ____________.
Chapter 7: The Four Characteristics of Scripture: (3) Necessity
Grudem: The necessity of Scripture means that the Bible ____ necessary for knowing the gospel, for maintaining spiritual life, and for knowing God’s will, but is ______ necessary for knowing that God exists or for knowing something about God’s character and moral laws.
Grudem: The Bible is necessary for knowledge of the gospel (Romans 10:13-17)
Grudem: The Bible is necessary for maintaining spiritual life (Matthew 4:4)
Grudem: The Bible is necessary for certain knowledge of God’s will (Deuteronomy 29:29)
Grudem: For people who are not omniscient, the Bible is necessary for certain knowledge about ________________.
Grudem: But the Bible is not necessary for knowing that God exists (Psalm 19:1)
Grudem: Furthermore, the Bible is not necessary for knowing something about God’s character and moral laws (Romans 1:18-21)
Chapter 8: The Four Characteristics of Scripture: (4) Sufficiency
Grudem: The sufficiency of Scripture means that Scripture contained all the words of God he intended his people to have at each stage of redemptive history, and that it now contains ____________________ we ________ God to tell us for salvation, for trusting him perfectly, and for obeying him perfectly. 2 Timothy 3:15-17
Grudem: We can find all that God has said on particular topics, and we can find answers to our questions
Grudem: The amount of Scripture given was sufficient at each stage of redemptive history
Grudem: _____ has always taken the initiative in revealing things to us: Deuteronomy 29:29
